THE MINISTER AT HOME
carefully and gently wrapping a shawl around his
Grandmother's shoulders.
At this juncture, however, the butler announces that
Colonel Beck has come and that dinner is served. The
menu is very simple: radishes, wholewheat bread,
tomato juice (vodka for those who want it), some
noodles, vegetables and compote.
You speak about current happenings, but avoid
affairs of State. Mrs. Beck gives a lively description
of a visit she paid that day, while Colonel Beck listens
carefully and smiles from time to time.
This visit which the reader is taking to Colonel Beck's
home is supposed to take place just before the Cieszyn-
Silesian affair was settled; but nothing seemed to
indicate that a period of the greatest tension was im-
minent. On the contrary, the atmosphere was quite
tranquil and carefree, as it should always be after dinner.
And then, suddenly, the arrival of one of the ambassadors
was announced. It was not perhaps a very important
conference, but one could see from the expression of the
Minister's face that he had in a flash adjusted his
psychological attitude to current affairs.
It now remains to describe a normal work-day in the
life of Colonel Beck. The first official business reaches
him while he is still at home, so that a great deal has been
settled before he goes to the Ministry and begins to
receive visitors. After a morning at the Ministry he
goes home to lunch, often taking with him one or other
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